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Rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis (RPGN).
RPGN consists of rapid loss of renal function with the histologic finding of
crescent formation in more than 50% of glomeruli. These crescents represent
a proliferation of cells within Bowman’s space of the glomerulus due to the
extravasation of proteins into this space. These cells comprise proliferating
parietal epithelial cells as well as infiltrating macrophages and monocytes.

RPGN is NOT A 
SINGLE DISEASE 
ENTITY 

but

is a clinical syndrome 
that can result from a 
number of  etiologies.





. 

Minimal immune deposits in the glomerulus with
the presence of antineutrophil antibodies [either 
CANCA (cytoplasmic) or P-ANCA (perinuclear)] in 
the serum.

Linear deposits of IgG due to autoantibodies to
Type IV collagen representing antiglomerular
basement membrane (anti-GBM) 
glomerulonephritis (GN), which accounts for 15% 
of cases

Granular deposits of immune complexes caused
by a variety of GNs including poststreptococcal
GN, Henoch-Sch€onlein purpura, IgA
nephropathy, membranoproliferativeGN,
cryoglobulinemia, and lupus nephritis.
Immunocomplex RPGN accounts for 24% of cases
of RPGN.
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Immune complex disorders :

Postinfectious
(staphylococci/streptococci)

Collagen-vascular disease

Lupus nephritis

Henoch-Schönlein purpura
(immunoglobulin A and 
systemic vasculitis)

Immunoglobulin A nephropathy 
(no vasculitis)

Mixed cryoglobulinemia

Membranoproliferative
glomerulonephritis

Fibrillary glomerulonephritis

Idiopathic
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IgA Nephropathy and IgA Vasculitis
(Henoch-Schönlein Purpura)
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